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Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) has evolved well beyond its origins as an

ideological guard for the regime. Today, in addition to wielding military force, its influence extends

into virtually every corner of Iranian political life and society. Wehrey et al. assess the IRGC less as

a traditional military entity and more as a domestic actor, emphasizing the variety of roles it plays in

Iran1s economy and political culture.
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In contrast to various studies which have focused on the external military aspects of the Islamic

Revolutionary Guard Corps, this [book] assesses the broad ranging domestic roles of the Guard

Corps and the scope of that organization's influence over Iran's political culture, economy, and

society.... The Rise of the Pasdaran provides an admirable overview of the domestic aspects of the

IRGC, a topic which only began to receive significant attention with the accession of Mahmud

Ahmadinejad -- an IRGC veteran -- to the presidency of Iran.Middle East Journal, Winter 2010

Examines the broad-ranging domestic roles of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps,

assessing its influence over Iran's political culture, economy, and society and its ability to shape the

political future of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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